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July 31, 1999

Dear Citizens:

I am pleased to report to you concerning the specific exceptions taken by
the Investigative Division during Fiscal Year 1999.

An audit “exception” indicates that a violation of the law has resulted in
public funds being misappropriated or spent incorrectly.  The term also means that
money must be repaid.

Accordingly, this report includes the formal demands for repayment made
by the State Auditor and the cases this office has referred to the Attorney General
for litigation.  The report also discusses the cases that were closed by settlement,
collection, litigation or dismissal.

The Investigative Division was responsible for issuing 14 written demands
for $725,217.26.  The Division recovered misspent or misappropriated funds
totaling $787,046.55.  We anticipate recovering the remainder during the next
fiscal year.

We pledge to continue to perform our jobs with integrity, honesty and a
commitment to excellence.  We will strive to protect the public’s trust through
aggressive investigations of alleged wrongdoing.  We believe the taxpayers of
Mississippi deserve no less.

Sincerely,

PHIL BRYANT
State Auditor

PB:an
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Supervisor District 3 Darrell Myers  $150.00
Work on Private Property 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Supervisor District 5 David Winfield   $150.00
Work on Private Property 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Supervisor District 2 Tony Smith    $467.08
Work on Private Property 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Circuit Judge George B. Ready $870.46
Misuse of State Property  

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

District 1 Supervisor G. L. Dearman  $887.62
Work on Private Property     

DeSOTO COUNTY

CLAY COUNTY

COPIAH COUNTY

GREENE COUNTY



INVESTIGATIVE AUDIT EXCEPTIONS COUNTY OFFICIALS

Web Version2

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

 

District 2 Supervisor Morris Hill  $394.73
Work on Private Property     

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.  

Bridge Superintendent John Mizell  $2,706.16
Unauthorized Work on Private Property   

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former Chancery Clerk William Lynn Presley $26,664.00
Unauthorized Conversion of Public Funds   

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former Chancery Clerk William Lynn Presley $94,442.50
Unauthorized Conversion of Public Funds   

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on October 15, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 1, 1998.

Dispatcher Sallie J. Holifield   $140.07
Misuse of Public Funds    

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Adult Detention Center Nurse Helen Lynette Husband $52,987.10
Embezzlement

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on January 19, 1999, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on February 18, 1999.  

JACKSON COUNTY

JONES COUNTY

GREENE COUNTY, cont. 
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Oxford Park Commissioner Allen Anthony Jones  $53,422.38
Embezzlement    

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on September 24, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on October 28, 1998.

Sheriff William D. Sollie  $ 1,180.00
Missing Funds    

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund directly.

Supervisor District 2 Billy Joe Boutwell  
Work on Private Property $198.56

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Supervisor District 2 Billy Joe Boutwell  
Work on Private Property $1,089.89

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund directly. 

Purchasing Clerk Paulette Tullos  $941.82
Misuse of Public Funds    

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Correctional Facility Board Member Herman Perkins, Jr.   $150.00
Excessive Per Diem   

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

LAFAYETTE COUNTY

LAUDERDALE COUNTY

LAWRENCE COUNTY

LEFLORE COUNTY
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Deputy Tax Collector Vicki McCullough $202.45
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Partial payment of $40.00 received on June 10, 1997.  Final payment of
$162.45 received on August 10, 1998, and settled to appropriate fund through State
Auditor’s Exception Clearing Account.

Supervisor District 1 Cliff Givens $168.31
Work on Private Property

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Public Works Bookkeeper Heather Lynn Haney $800.00
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Civil Defense Director Charles W. Conerly $4,196.32
Illegal Use of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Amory Railroad Festival Treasurer Keith Blaylock $62,070.49
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  On July 31, 1998, Mr. Blaylock paid $50,000.00 directly to entity.  On
January 19, 1999, the remaining balance of $12,070.49 was paid in full and settled to
appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception Clearing Account.

LINCOLN COUNTY

LOWNDES COUNTY

MARION COUNTY

MONROE COUNTY
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Supervisor District 2 William Oliver $182.61
Work on Private Property

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Justice Court Clerk Jacqueline Outlaw Sherrod  $7,674.22
Embezzlement 

Disposition:   Formal demand was issued on June 1, 1999, and transmitted to the Office of
the Attorney General on June 30, 1999.

 

Deputy Justice Court Clerk Jacqueline H. Boone  $5,137.34
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on October 27, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 1, 1998.

Deputy Justice Court Clerk LaRita Travis  $10,386.49
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on October 27, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 1, 1998.

Former Deputy Circuit Clerk Linda Kay Olsen  $ 40,612.81
Embezzlement    

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund directly.

Supervisor District 3 Buford Palmer $143.37
Work on Private Property

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

SCOTT COUNTY

NOXUBEE COUNTY

PEARL RIVER COUNTY

PONTOTOC COUNTY
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Former Payroll Clerk Donna Walker Cook $3,262.70
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former Sheriff John J. Pickett, III  $16,148. 90
Unaccounted for Funds 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on May 10, 1999, and transmitted to the Office
of the Attorney General on June 10, 1999.

Circuit Clerk Larry Ashley $42,457.00
Disallowed Expenditures 

Disposition:  Received partial payment of $10,000, on March 20, 1998.  Remaining
balance of $32,457.00 was paid in full and received on July 29, 1998, and settled to
appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception Clearing Account.

Former Circuit Judge Shirley Byers $2,841.00
Misuse of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Supervisor District 4 Larry Martin $1,936.04
Work on Private Property

WARREN COUNTY

WAYNE COUNTY

SIMPSON COUNTY

TUNICA COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Supervisor District 1 James Woodard  $140.70
Work on Private Property

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Chancery Clerk Thomas Tolliver, Jr.  $20,853.38
Excess Salary 

Disposition:  On August 31, 1998, partial payment of $1,600.00 was received and settled
to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception Clearing Account.

District 4 Supervisor Lamar Turnipseed  $123.42
Misuse of Public Equipment     

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.  

WEBSTER COUNTY

WILKINSON COUNTY

WINSTON COUNTY
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Employee Todd Jordan $55.86
Misuse of Public Funds

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former Bookkeeper Stephanye Thomas $2,266.00
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Paid $410.00 and settled to appropriate fund directly.  On May 29, 1998,
Ms. Thomas paid $310.00 and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.  On August 14, 1998, Ms. Thomas plead guilty to
embezzlement, was sentenced to two years probation, to pay $1,525.00 in restitution and
$500.00 in fines to be paid over the probation period.

Executive Director Donald R. Taylor $33.41
Missing Property 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account

Roosevelt State Park Maintenance Worker Ray Hosey $118.82
Misuse of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s

HARRISON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HINDS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

HINDS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, FISHERIES

AND PARKS

HINDS COUNTY
BOARD OF BARBER EXAMINERS
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Exception Clearing Account

Board President Earl Walker  $11.50
Unauthorized Use of Public Funds

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

General Manager Kenneth C. Griffin  $320.29
Unauthorized Use of Public Funds

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

MADISON COUNTY
PEARL RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY

DISTRICT
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Dr. Sonny Bolls, Industrial Technology Dept. $2,775.47
Dr. Dan Course, Mathematics Dept. 676.96
Dr. Kunal Ghosh, Physics/Atmospheric Sciences Dept. 176.38
Dr. Mark Hardy, Biology Dept. 835.25
Dr. Barbara McDaniel, Speech/Dramatic Arts Dept. 353.89
Dr. Abdul Mohamed, Science Technology Dept. 1,223.93
Dr. Inez Morris, English Dept. 1,311.20
Dr. James R. Smith, Management/Marketing Dept. 1,072.56
Dr. Richard Sullivan, Chemistry Dept. 589.11
Dr. Edward Welch, Mass Communications Dept. 459.60

Missing Property

Disposition:  Formal demands were hand delivered on February 25, 1999, to Drs. Bolls,
Course, McDaniel, Mohamed, Morris, Smith and Welch.  Formal demands were mailed
certified mail to Drs. Ghosh and Sullivan.  On March 26, 1999, a formal demand was hand
delivered to Dr. Hardy.  Subsequently, some items of missing property were recovered. 
On June 21, 1999, all formal demands were rescinded after being fully satisfied.  The case
was closed.

 
 

Former Accountant Gregory Neal Rector $196,587.72
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on February 1, 1999, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on March 1, 1999. 

HINDS COUNTY
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

HINDS COUNTY
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

MEDICAL CENTER
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Former Accounts Payable Clerk Jacqueline Johnson  $3,604.37
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Paid in accordance with a court order, principal of $2,041.70 and interest of
$562.67 was paid directly to the entity.  Investigative costs of $1,000.00 was paid in full
and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception Clearing Account. 

Bookkeeper Sharon Morgan $94,040.42
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Formal demand issued on October 2, 1998, and transmitted to the Office of
the Attorney General on November 6, 1998.

Drivers Education Instructor Flenoice Brown  $99.66
Misuse of Public Equipment 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account. 

Superintendent Steve Nelson  $1,816.50
Misuse of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account. 

LOWNDES COUNTY
COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS

MADISON COUNTY
CANTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

JEFFERSON COUNTY
JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

NESHOBA COUNTY
NESHOBA COUNTY SCHOOLS
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NOXUBEE COUNTY
NOXUBEE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Principal Mark Calhoun   $7,206.35
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on November 3, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 3, 1998. 
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Executive Director Connie Taunton  $1,716.61
Unauthorized Payment of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former City Clerk Barbara Wilroy   $20,703.28
Embezzlement 

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on April 23, 1999.  On May 17, 1999, payment in
full was received and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception
Clearing Account.

Former Police Chief Earl Hugger  $392.00
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former City Clerk Larry Niewoehner   $128,263.96
Embezzlement 

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on February 19, 1999, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on March 19, 1999. 

GREENE COUNTY
CITY OF McLAIN

ADAMS COUNTY
NATCHEZ CONVENTION 

and VISITORS BUREAU

DeSOTO COUNTY
CITY OF HERNANDO

HARRISON COUNTY
CITY OF LONG BEACH
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Police Chief George Wayne Daniels   $2,605.76
Misuse of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Mayor Lawrence Butler    $643.50
Misuse of Public Funds 

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

Former Municipal Court Clerk Shirley S. Ferrell  $37,659.52
Embezzlement  

Disposition: Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund directly.  On June 25, 1999, Ms.
Ferrell entered the Pretrial Intervention Program. 

Municipal Court Clerk Mary Louise Plainer $23,397.87
Failure to Deposit Collections

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on January 19, 1999, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on February 18, 1999. 

HINDS COUNTY
TOWN OF BOLTON

HUMPHREYS COUNTY
CITY OF BELZONI

JACKSON COUNTY
CITY OF MOSS POINT
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 LINCOLN COUNTY
CITY OF BROOKHAVEN

Former Municipal Court Clerk Betty Sisco  $38,440.74
Embezzlement  

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on October 19, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 1, 1998.  

City Water Clerk Billy H. Love   $23,126.66
Embezzlement  

Disposition:  Paid in full and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s
Exception Clearing Account.

NEWTON COUNTY
CITY OF NEWTON
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GEORGE COUNTY

 HARRISON COUNTY

Board of Supervisors 
District 1 Clyde W. Eubanks $29,238.29
District 2 R. Wayne Christian $7,390.91
District 3 Ralph B. Fairley (former) $4,900.37
District 4 Larry A. Havard $4,900.37
District 5 Norman Cedric Howell (former) $14,361.34
Illegal Use of County Equipment

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on February 13, 1996, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on April 4, 1996.  Case filed in George County Chancery
Court and final judgement issued on September 5, 1996. Amended demands were issued
on September 18, 1996, see below.

Board of Supervisors 
District 1 Clyde W. Eubanks $6,266.40
District 4 Larry A. Havard $7,657.53
District 5 Norman Cedric Howell (former) $1,962.72
Illegal Use of County Equipment

Disposition:  Amended formal demands were issued on September 18, 1996.  On
September 10, 1998, the Supreme Court upheld a lower count decision.  This case was
closed upon advice of the Office of the Attorney General

.

Sheriff’s Office Employee Gerald Ormond Fennell $5,360.19
Illegal Receipt of Salary

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on July 9, 1997, and transmitted to the Office of
the Attorney General on August 15, 1997.  On March 19, 1999, full payment of $5,360.19
was made, and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception Clearing
Account.  The case was closed upon advice of the Office of the Attorney General. 
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HUMPHREYS COUNTY

JONES COUNTY

Former County Hospital Employee Peggy McMorrough $15,428.42
Unaccounted for Funds

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on July 29, 1996.  Partial payment of $2,500.00
by bonding company on August 2, 1996.  Settled to appropriate fund through State
Auditor’s Office Clearing Account.  Transmitted to the Office of the Attorney General on
December 22, 1997.  On December 22, 1997, subject was indicted on four counts of
embezzlement.  This case was closed upon advice of the Office of the Attorney General

.

Supervisor District 3 Donald D. Holifield $2,982.37
Work on Private Property

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on September 29, 1997, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on October 31, 1997.  This case was reviewed in light of
recent appeals regarding similar issues.  This case was closed upon advice of the Office of
the Attorney General.

 

Deputy Justice Court Clerk Jacqueline H. Boone  $5,137.34
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on October 27, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 1, 1998.  On December 15, 1998, payment of
$5,137.34 was made by bonding company, and settled to appropriate fund through State
Auditor’s Office Exception Clearing Account.  The case was closed.

Deputy Justice Court Clerk LaRita Travis  $10,386.49
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on October 27, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on December 1, 1998. On December 15, 1998, payment of
$10,386.49 was made by bonding company, and settled to appropriate fund through State
Auditor’s Office Exception Clearing Account.  The case was closed.

PEARL RIVER COUNTY
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TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY

 TISHOMINGO COUNTY

YAZOO COUNTY

Supervisor Buster Dean Shaw $7,248.75
Misuse of Public Funds

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on April 5, 1996, and transmitted to the Office
of the Attorney General on August 6, 1996. This case was closed upon advice of the
Office of the Attorney General.

Sheriff James H. Pugh $66,185.36
Unauthorized Payment of Salary 

Disposition:   Formal demand was issued on May 15, 1996, and transmitted to the Office
of the Attorney General on August 6, 1996.  This case was closed upon advice of the
Office of the Attorney General.

Former Sheriff Johnny S. Nunley $88,852.28
Funds Expended without Proper Documentation; Missing Equipment

Disposition:  Formal demand issued on February 18, 1997, and transmitted to the Office
of the Attorney General on March 26, 1997.  This case was closed upon advice of the
Office of the Attorney General

Board of Supervisors $268,564.18
District 1 Charles T. Moore
District 1 Bobby Ragland (former)
District 2 Sam S. Fisher
District 3 Herman Leach
District 4 Edward L. Dew
District 4 Alfred B. Hogue (deceased)
District 5 Cobie B. Collins
Program Administered without Authority; Salary Paid without Authority

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on December 19, 1996, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on January 23, 1997.  This case was closed upon advice of
the Office of the Attorney General.

STONE COUNTY
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Accountant Gregory Neal Rector $196,587.72
Embezzlement

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on February 1, 1999, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on March 1, 1999.  On June 23, 1999, full payment of
$191,587.72, less a $5,000.00 deductible,  was received from the bonding company and
settled to the appropriate fund through the State Auditor’s Exception Clearing Account. 
The case was closed. 

HINDS COUNTY
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

MEDICAL CENTER
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ALCORN COUNTY
CITY OF CORINTH

BOLIVAR COUNTY
TOWN OF GUNNISON

 HARRISON COUNTY
CITY OF LONG BEACH

Deputy Court Clerk James L. Rhodes $74,622.64
Embezzlement 

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on February 24, 1998, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on May 1, 1998.  On January 23, 1998, Mr. Rhodes was
indicted by the Grand Jury on eight (8) counts of embezzlement.  On October 6, 1998, the
bonding company paid in full and amount settled to appropriate fund through State
Auditor’s Office Exception Clearing Account.  The case was closed upon advice from the
Office of the Attorney General.

Former Deputy City Clerk Trina Burris $14,594.02
Misuse of Public Funds

Disposition:  Formal demand was filed on January 25, 1995.  Partial settlement of
$10,000.00 was received from bonding company on August 15, 1995 and settled to
appropriate fund through State Auditor's Exception Clearing Account.  Transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on February 22, 1996.  Defendant was acquitted on
criminal charges.  This case was closed upon advice of the Office of the Attorney General.

Mayor Glenn W. Mitchell $3,474.24
Unauthorized Expenditure of Public Funds

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on February 27, 1997, transmitted to the Office
of the Attorney General on April 1, 1997.  The case was closed upon the advice of the
Office of the Attorney General.



CASES CLOSED MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS

Web Version23

 HARRISON COUNTY, continued
CITY OF LONG BEACH

JONES COUNTY
TOWN OF SOSO

Former City Clerk Larry Niewoehner   $128,263.96
Embezzlement 

Disposition: Formal demand was issued on February 19, 1999, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on March 19, 1999.  On May 13, 1999, payment in full was
received and settled to appropriate fund through State Auditor’s Exception Clearing
Account.  The case was closed.

Former Town Clerk Lucille Holifield $3,375.05
Funds not Properly Settled

Disposition:  Formal demand was filed by State Auditor on September 12, 1996, and
transmitted to the Office of the Attorney General on December 16, 1997.  On July 14,
1998, full payment of $3,375.05 was received and settled to the appropriate fund through
the State Auditor’s Office Exception Clearing Account.  The case was closed upon advice
of the Office of the Attorney General.
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HINDS COUNTY
JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PANOLA COUNTY
NORTH PANOLA SCHOOLS

Superintendent T. C. Wallace $55,126.12
Acting Superintendent Dan R. Merrit $45,556.07
School Board Members $37,098.60

Mark G. Bailey
Doris Bridgeman
Mona K. Weber
Acie Whitlock
Louis P. Wright
Unauthorized Contract and Salary Approval

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on March 27, 1996, and transmitted to the Office
of the Attorney General on August 6, 1996.  This case was closed upon advice from the
Office of the Attorney General.

Superintendent Vernon Jackson $279,852.46
School Board Members $812,824.60

James W. Harris
Nolan Mettetal
Stella Mamon Presley
Ruby S. Slater
Howard Taylor
Eugene Trammell
Budget Deficit

Disposition:  Formal demand was issued on February 15, 1996, and transmitted to the
Office of the Attorney General on March 22, 1996.  This case closed upon advice from the
Office of the Attorney General.
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